AP Request for Escort Regulations Change

o

Natural gas development activities in Wetzel County has resulted in heavy truck
traffic on roads that were designed for cars and light truthks. purpose of this
paper is to show the need to change the regulations of West Virginia to reflect
these natural gas development activitless being sent to all Wetzel County State
Representatives for the purpose of implementing regulation changes.

Reasons for Request

We are requesting the regulation change for roads that are designated local service
routes with lanes less than 10 feet wide. The roads in our area are 8 feet wide or
less with many blind turns. The following pice is a computer simafion of a

typical turn. It shows a school bus meeting a dump truck. The picture illustrates
that there is not enough room for a vehicle meeting a large truck in a turn.

Voluntary Agreements

The gas development companies have recognized the nead &scort vehicle
leading tractodtrailer trucks and provide a lead vehéc for about 70% of the
tractor trailer trucks. The company's operation people have told me that many
drivers will not drive our roads without a lead escort vehicle. We bamérmed

this in conversation with drivers.
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Voluntary compliance by the gas development companies has not been effective.
We have been told by company community relations people that escorts would be
providedat the discretion of the companiheir opeations personnel told us that

the use of lead escorts was an operational decision and not driven by any voluntary
agreement.

The following pictures were taken of the blind turn shown on the previous page.
The yellow line was added todicate the center line of the turn.
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The following picture shows the danger of relying on a voluntary agreement. The
truck did not have lead escort and ran off the road when meeting vehicles coming
down the hill. What made the situation more dangerous was that he was carrying a
hazardous substance. The only thing that stopped him from going completely over

the hill and into the yard dhe residence was a very large tree. The guardrail did
not hold.
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Request

Existing regulations require an escort vehicle behind the oversize vehiute.
requirement is unreasonable for local service routes. The reason for the current
requrement is to stop vehicles from paggianover lengthvehicle on roads wider

than local service routes. Passing an oversize vehicle on a local service route is not
possible. The estt vehicle is needed ahead of the oversize vehicle to protect
oncomiry traffic from vehicles that require more than a lane to navigate the turns.

We are requesting a review k#fad escort vehicleegulations fortrucks using a
local service routawith an additional emphasis golacarded truck hauling a
hazardous loadl'he criteria used for determining whether a lead escort vehicle is
necessary is wheth#re truckscan go around the blind turns without crossing over
the center linen the blind turn

Raymorl H Renaud

Wetzel County Action Group
August 18, 2009
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